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Resistance to technological change has been so much a part of
the texture of the historical process, that it cannot be ignored when
the future of technology is charted. There are psychological factors
in individual and group behaviour which predispose toward inertia
in receptivity to innovation, but these may be counterbalanced by
potent incentives that promise material and non-material rewards.
The basic determinants of the presence or absence of impediments
to technological change lie therefore in the nature of the social,
and primarily the economic, structure of a society, in the degree
to which it offers incentives to the masses of the population, and
in the manner in which these can be realised through a planned
economy. Capitalism has, inherent in its structure and functioning,
factors which militate against such realisation and thus prevent
industrial practice from keeping apace with scientific knowledge.